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With the COVID-19 Pandemia, there have been many challenges
and negative impacts on social, and economic life, including
xenophobia. So, this paper strives to describe the contents of the
presented xenophobia concepts through the identified sub-
concepts and open codes- gathered from media by content
analysis method. The paper also provides authentic citations that
connect the results and raw data from the media. The performed
analysis demonstrated that xenophobia is relative to a country or
group of countries' context of a threat to their physical, social,
and cultural beliefs. Xenophobia included various aspects, e.g.,
filtered information, economic threat, and emotional reactions.
These can be exemplified through media news and incidents
occurring in each country or region .
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With the statement made by the China Office of World Health Organization (WHO) on 31
December 2019 (World Health Organization, 2020a), it has been reported that unknown cases of
pneumonia have started to occur in Hubei province of Wuhan city, and the world is left with a big pile
of problems that it has never encountered before. This phenomenon, which seemed to be a local
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epidemic in its early days, spread to the whole world in a very short time, and on 11 March 2020,
WHO declared COVID-19 as an infectious disease that threatened the health of people living around
the world, in other words, “pandemic” (World Health Organization, 2020b). By mid-July 2020, the
COVID-19 epidemic caused approximately 12 million cases and more than 530.000 deaths in 203
countries or regions worldwide, and these numbers are still growing (World Health Organization,
2020c).

From a historical and anthropological perspective, it is quite common for large outbreaks to
cause many economic, social, and cultural changes, which could significantly affect social structures
and relationships. The proliferation of fear resulting in erratic behavior among people amidst
infectious outbreaks is a common phenomenon (Chakraborty, 2020). This kind of behavior,
depending on social disruptions, will result in a xenophobic view or xenophobia. Avoiding external
groups and stigmatization during outbreaks are common coping strategies for the threat of
epidemics. For example, during the 1853 yellow fever outbreak in America, Irish and German
migrants were accused of this outbreak (McKiven, 2007). In the great polio epidemic in New York in
1916, similarly, it was claimed that Italian immigrants brought the outbreak to the United States
(zeng, 2020). With the onset of the COVID-19 outbreak, countries sought to close their borders and
isolate their countries, respectively. Therefore, it is thought that an increase in fear of and hate
attitudes towards foreigners has led countries to policies to close themselves. In this regard, while
fear of strangers and hating them, namely xenophobia, is already considered as a social problem of
the era in the pre-epidemic period, with the onset of the outbreak, this problem seems to have
started to affect individuals, communities, and states more and more. As an example, with the
emergence of the COVID-19 epidemic in the USA, an increase in xenophobic attitudes towards the
Chinese and Americans of East Asian origin has been observed, the commercial life has decreased by
70% in Chinese neighborhoods, and some people, especially the Chinese, have been called for "go
home".

In this context, it is expected that the COVID-19 epidemic that we are going through will
continue its effectiveness for a long time, and have similar effects across the globe. Thus, the
questions of how and to what extent it may affect the already rising trend of xenophobia and what
measures can be taken are very important and urgent problems standing in front of today’s societies,
which are waiting for their answers. So, the purpose of this study is to provide a conceptual
framework for the effects of the COVID-19 epidemic on xenophobic trends worldwide and the
necessary precautions that might be taken, considering that any study answering these very new and
current problems is not available yet. In doing this, it addresses the concept of xenophobia based on
some social psychological theories and evaluates the possible effects of the COVID-19 outbreak on
xenophobic attitudes and behaviors in the light of current developments around the world using the
method of content analysis based on online media sources during COVID-19 pandemic. In this sense,
this study seeks to contribute to the filling of a significant theoretical gap on this serious social issue
of xenophobia, and to the efforts which might help to positively guide the policies and actions that
will be put forward in the economic, social, and cultural areas.

Social Psychological Fundamentals of Xenophobia

Xenophobia, which is etymologically a joining of Greek words Xenos = stranger and Phobos =
fear, is used to mean fear of and hate strangers (Wicker, 2001). It involves developing prejudiced,
ostracizing, and denying attitudes and behaviors, believing that strangers are untrustworthy and
‘everybody else’ (Darity, 2008). The irregular migration flows that emerged due to the recent
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September 11 attacks and instability in various parts of the world have caused the concept of
xenophobia to become more popular.

There is a very deep theoretical basis in explaining xenophobic attitudes and behaviors. Group
Conflict Theory (GCT) is the most widely used theory in explaining those xenophobic behaviors.
According to this theory, ethnic predispositions and negative attitudes toward strangers emerge as a
defense response as a result of inter-group competition in sharing the limited resources and a threat
to the benefits of a social group (Sherif & Sherif, 1953). This supposed danger or risk leads to an
unreasonable aversion, biases, and undesirable approaches towards strangers (D'Ancona, 2018).
According to Social Identity Theory (Tajfel & Turner, 1986) (SIT), an individual acquires some of the
perception of himself or herself from his/her membership to a social group to which s/he belongs. In
this sense, groups believed to menace a nation's distinguishing character will likely form a feeling of
animosity. People who are similar to the group are in-group members, and those who strongly
identify with their group are more likely to be threatened by outside groups (Bizman & Yinon, 2010;
Abrams, 2014). According to another approach, Threat Theory (Stephan & Stephan, 1996) (TT),
mutual objectives encourage group members to display similar conduct to other groups. The
prejudices that emerge in these circumstances are nourished by diverse threats. The first of these;
Real Threat is related to the rise in the extent of individuals outside the group and this impends the
economic and social interests of the people in the group (Oliver & Wong, 2003). As another form of
threat, Symbolic Threat may arise from values and beliefs based on racialism and religion (D'Ancona,
2018).

"Epidemic Psychology Approach" (Strong, 1990) (EPA) suggests that fatal big epidemics create
vital troubles that disturb social stability. Some of these are calls for action based on fear, panic,
alienation and stigmatization, moral disruptions, and sudden reactions. Societies experience an
extraordinary emotional vortex, and for a while, a process occurs in which everyone loses control.
Moreover, according to current and potential threat perceptions, the responses of heads of states are
affected by this strange situation. Contrary to those who think that such threats are caused by the
assumption of irregularity from primitive feelings, Strong argued that these emerging strange
behaviors can be fully understood once they understand how they are balanced after outbreaks.

In the present study, conducted within the framework of the above-mentioned theories, it has
been suggested that the COVID-19 pandemic increases xenophobic attitudes and behaviors
worldwide.

Method

Researchers generally use content analysis to describe human experiences and perspectives.
Rather than yielding generalizable results, content analysis can provide meaningful descriptions of
people’s experiences and perspectives in the context of their personal life settings (Creswell, 2013).
Researchers may face problems when performing their first content analysis because there are no
systematic, accurate rules for how to analyze qualitative data. Instead, content analysis can be
considered a discussion between the researcher and their data. During the analytical process, the
researcher will read, organize, integrate and form categories, concepts, and themes by carefully
comparing the similarities and differences between coded data. The ultimate aim is to produce
abstracts of the raw data that summarise the main categories, concepts, and themes, and provide
indications of potential theoretical relationships (Kyngéas, 2020). This type of analysis can reveal the
different social worlds and actors, their information behavior, and the conflicts that existed between
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them, as well as the power structure between the social worlds and nations which were interacting
during the COVID-19 pandemic (Thatcher, Vasconcelos, & Ellis, 2015).

Our first step in data analysis is the selection of a unit of analysis. As discussed above we
chose one sentence or meaning however we preferred to select a sentence as the unit of analysis
because a sentence is easier to handle than a single word. The paper presents the similarities and
differences between the studied contexts. It is also providing a detailed description of the analytical
process. We used online media sources without changing the source sentence that way we handled
diverse descriptions of experiences and prevent bias. Analysis matrix is developed by main keywords
of mentioned theories e.g., attack, anti-foreigner, Chinese virus. More than 150 online news sites
have been researched but only 121 of them are considered. As a criterion in the selection of news
sites, it has been determined that the news can be confirmed from other sources. In this research,
newsworthy events reported during the pandemic are considered, but the incidence of occurrence is
considered to be much higher. For example, 49% of people of Chinese origin living in the Netherlands
stated that they experienced such events, while more than half of the Chinese origin students
studying in Germany stated that they experienced these situations (European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights, 2020). And ethically within the scope of the research, the names of people and
other information who took part in the news reflected on open sources were not included. Each
keyword is grouped under three main categories of theories.

To assess external validity, we considered the representativeness of the sample incidents (a
random/probability sample), as well as ensured that the content analysis measurement process is
true to life, a factor that is called ecological validity. So, it is important to ensure replicability that
other researchers can repeat the study with a different set of messages. Additionally, we chose social
media news (Facebook, Instagram, and Tweeter) which reflects the measure of the full domain of the
concept-xenophobia, being measured to ensure content validity.

Social Identity defines Cultural attitudes, information filtering

Identities start with self-categorization, which is the process of categorization, classifying, or
naming self, in particular, ways about other social categories or classifications (Stets & Burke, 2000).
However, in the xenophobic view, this categorization, classification, or naming form is not concerning
others but is in distinguishing from others. In our cases, this distinguished social category is
specifically related to Chinese or China. According to SIT, individuals who believe it is important to
possess certain traits to be some culture to which they belong (speak the same language, have
citizenship, and respect host countries’ laws) are more likely to oppose increases in immigration
(Bizman & Yinon, 2010). To this view, we can say that it is also possible that individuals who carry
some perceived aspects of a specific culture (speak some Asian language-Chinese, Korean) will be the
target of in-group members. Because individuals tend to attribute some divergent characteristics
(Shin & Dovidio, 2017; Bochatay et al., 2019) some people of Asian origin as a source of prejudice.

In the African country's ethnic predispositions and negative attitudes are generally national
specific towards Chinese people. In some cases, Egyptians have been heard yelling out “corona”
when passing Japanese (perceived as Chinese) people on the street. Uber driver said to the Chinese
passenger, 'The first coronavirus case in Egypt!' (Sherbini, 2020). As investigators have attempted to
demonstrate, by altering information inputs, systematic changes may be produced in various
behavioral indicators of fear.
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In Mainland China, it can be said xenophobic behavior depends on racism instead of COVID-
19 grounded beliefs. For example, “Racism is carried out against Africans in China” (Hadavas, 2020)
was mentioned by Africans.

In the south-east Asia region (Bukittinggi/ Indonesia, Hong Kong, Indonesia) different than
the Chinese view, COVID-19 disease and Chinese people have seemed like a threat. China has
increased its power over the region to that extent of Chinese individuals outside the group of south-
east Asia region and China’s impends to economic and social interests of the people in the group are
being seen as a real threat. Furthermore, this region has may see itself as symbolically different than
Chinese culture. For example, the demonstration was held in front of the hotel where Chinese
tourists stay (Wall Street Journal, 2020).

Racial-based xenophobia seems most common in Australia and New Zealand. In New
Zealand even if More than 18.000 thousand people have signed petitions to ban Chinese's entry into
the country, “Our Kiwi kids don't want to be in the same class with your disgusting virus spreaders”
(Lewis, 2020) mail has come to the parents of a Chinese student. This kind of perception proof that
new Zealanders coalesce pandemic and chine as one even if the spread of the virus has different
national sources.

It can be said that the structure of the collective nations allowed xenophobia to develop. But
in this case, rather than the groups believed to menace a nation's distinguishing character will form a
feeling of animosity; distinguishing characteristics of Chinese people (look, language, etc.) forms the
feeling of animosity by host nations’ people.

As discussed above, Identification in collectivist societies can be destroyed because an out-
group can become integral to some collectivist in-group identities (Peterson & Stewart, 2020). SIT has
tried to explain intergroup relations as a way of the attitudes and behavior of individual human
beings are influenced by their identification as members of social groups (Ward, 2017). However, we
can see from the cases that social identity theory also studies the behavior of groups toward each
other. So, one important contribution to the theory that social identities as implications for collective
group behavior can explain xenophobic behaviors towards outer groups.

Social-Emotional Reactions

Avoiding external groups and otherization of them during outbreaks (i.e., stigmatization) is
one of the common coping strategies for epidemic dangers (Zeng, 2020). Different than SIT, an
extraordinary emotional vortex of nations may cause social-emotional reactions by alienation and
stigmatization of any other nation. Interactions between global and local politics are affective on
social reactions to the pandemic that health threats can be associated with international migration
(Dingwall, Hoffman, & Staniland, 2013). Supra-national organizations, nation-states, and global cities
can be seen as a unit of defense that each of these units’ defense way social order impacts
individuals’ behavior and responses (Brunning, 2012), these large social structures and their reaction
can also be related to EPA. For example, in Germany “A Middle Eastern family received a letter of the
threat related to coronavirus” (Daily Sabah, 2020), and “Eggs were thrown into the houses where the
Japanese live."

The fear epidemic, also called the epidemic of anxiety and doubt, is about fear of getting
infected with the virus, and therefore, during the epidemic, the suspicion that the disease can infect
one’s self is always in the subconscious of people. In line with this, when the number of confirmed
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COVID-19 disease cases has started to increase, the public anxiety fueled by the feeling of weakness
and fragility has also increased. When a threat or danger slowly approaches people, it tends to be
scarier for people than it’s appearing suddenly, as COVID-19 does. With all this, the fear epidemic
tends to spread more with the effect of rumors and false news on social media. In this case, rational
thinking mechanisms are replaced by instinctive movements.

The relation between epidemics and contagion has been taken for granted, but for a
considerable time the science, the culture, and partly also people’s opinion attributed them to other
causes. Quite paradoxically, however, the concept of contagion—a transmission of some illnesses
from a person to another person (or from animal to person)—is a very old one. Perceptions of
contagion causes have been coming from popular fantasies and superstitions, and the religious
doctrines (Perini, 2012). So, closing the borders and preventing other nations to come may trigger
emotional reactions more than anticipated. Consequently, in many cases in western European
nations, emotions turned into reactions. In Italy, many people of Chinese and Philippine origin have
been harassed and attacked (Liu, 2020). Another example to support national reaction to other
namely Asian rooted people even if Dutch residents of Asian descent can be called coronavirus
carriers on social media, in school, or the supermarket (NOS, 2020).

From the middle ages, we could say that both the Church and medicine, by taking on the
roles of “managers” of primitive fears of iliness, contagion, and death, have established themselves as
parallel institutions acting as social defenses against such anxieties, and relying upon these “psycho-
social” functions to increase their cultural and political influence and authority. However, these kinds
of views make people more proactive with reactions. In other words, modern Europe was caught
underprepared for that kind of pandemic. Europe’s modern institutions responsible for dealing with
contemporary epidemics also inherited, to a great extent, the following functions: to anticipate the
outburst of an epidemic, to identify its aetiological agent, to interpret its trend and dangerousness,
and to make decisions on what and how things should be organized to face it. However, malfunction
of these rational institutions, we can say that, cause fear, panic, alienation and stigmatization, moral
disruptions, and sudden reactions. So, societal reactions can climb to a point where Many Chinese
stores have been vandalized in the northern cities of Como, Brescia, and Varese (Italy) (Liu, 2020).

These incidents, which are just mentioned here and reflect only a few of the countless cases
occurring today, are thought to reveal the relationship between the COVID-19 outbreak and the
increasing trend in xenophobia-based events. Thus, this thought perfectly matches the basic
arguments of EPA, one of the social-psychological approaches outlined above. According to Strong's
approach, when the COVID-19 outbreak is examined, it is seen that three kinds of epidemics develop.
These are fear, alienation-stigmatization, and action epidemics. Sociologically, these three psycho-
social epidemics have the potential to infect almost everyone in the community. However, among
them, fear epidemic and alienation-stigmatization epidemics are considered to be particularly
prominent to explain the relationship between the COVID-19 outbreak and xenophobic events.

Epidemic psychology starts with an epidemic of fear. The second phase of epidemic
psychology is an epidemic of explanation and then populations start a pandemic of action or
proposed action. Any society gripped by a florid form of epidemic psychology may, therefore,
simultaneously experience waves of collective panic, outbursts of interpretation as to why the
disease has occurred. Another reason for fear itself is social defenses (Krantz, 2010) may also serve
as a reassuring and optimistic mechanism for a strong seduction for public opinion. However, these
defensive systems can identify dangers, enemies, faults, unhealthy foods, causes of pandemic falsely.
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In that sense setting up a rather steady political-by controlling online media in this case, as well as
clinical governance of the phenomenon (Perini, 2012) is effective on pandemic reaction so on
xenophobia.

Economic And Social Concerns

In the USA, concerns about economic and social factors seem to come to the fore to have an
impact on xenophobic behaviors. These economic and social factors are sometimes seen as threats,
but they may develop negative stereotypes rather than individual reactions. In this context, with the
onset of the COVID-19 outbreak, the world has witnessed the emergence of xenophobic attitudes,
and behaviors believed to exist like societies. The spread of the virus from China to the world and US
President Trump's rhetoric like “Chinese Virus” led to the formation of xenophobic attitudes and
behaviors in the USA towards people of Chinese and Far Eastern origin (Magnier, 2020). Merchants in
Chinese neighborhoods have lost more than 70 % of customers since February. Similarly, with the
start of the epidemic in Australia, incidents of discrimination and bad behaviors have started to be
reported against people of Chinese and Far Eastern origins. There were incidents where there were
people who were dismissed because they were only Chinese and even Australians who refused to be
examined by doctors from the far east (Tan, 2020).

There are serious decreases in their business in Chinatown in San Francisco/ California (Kandil,
2020). Another example of the threat to individual entrepreneurs is A Chinese restaurant owner who
received phone calls containing racist discourses (Driscoll, 2020). An incident in New York confirms
economic threats that “A staff working in a New York State council's office told the public to avoid
Chinese's businesses on social media account” (Katinas, 2020).

Nevertheless, Symbolic Threat grounded xenophobia may be arising in the USA as well. These
incidents generally not individual so they reflect the group beliefs. Scottsdale City council member
Guy Phillips made a post on Facebook, saying COVID stands for "Chinese Originated Viral Infectious
Disease" (Longhi, 2020), which is an example of a symbolic threat. The more serious threat of this
symbolic reaction is an attack on a 60-year-old man with two women who accused him of having the
virus, spat at him, and told him "go back to China" (Kang, 2020). To support the predisposition that
these threats are coming from group values instead of individual ones an incident which occurs in
New Jersey “A group of young 55-year-old Asian women made racial discourses. One of them
punched the woman's head (Sheldon, 2020).” "It's from China #chinesevirus" was written on the
opposite street of the campus” (Peng, 2020) in Wisconsin represents the belief of racialism against
China and Chinese people without warning that there are many Chinese Americans in the USA.
However, in Bolivia, The US Embassy in Yaounde has issued Reports of Anti-Foreigner Sentiment to its
citizens (U.S. Embassy, 2020), represents ethnic predispositions by Bolivians against other cultures or
outside of the group members.

Threat Theory has four major components which are realistic, symbolic, intergroup anxiety, and
negative stereotyping but negative stereotypes and intergroup anxiety can be relegated to predictors
of realistic and symbolic threats (Stephen, Ybarra, & Morrison, 20009). People can prone to expecting
threats from outer groups, e.g., economic or beliefs, which in turn fosters prejudice (Makashvili,
Vardanashvili, & Javakhishvili, 2018). TT also provides a useful higher-level framework for
categorization (Harrison & Peacock, 2010). Of particular relevance to this study are: (1) the number of
economic relations increases threat level if perceived, (2) the 'cultural distance' between the home
residents and their international counterparts is important, and (3) the extent to which the citizens
have a strong identification with their ingroup on economic grounds.
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Another aspect of economic concerns rises from limited or hard to reach sources. In short, the
GCT predicts that socioeconomically vulnerable individuals are more likely to articulate negative
attitudes toward immigration due to a perception of ethnic competition for scarce resources such as
jobs, housing, economic benefits, and social services. However, this effect is independent of social
class (Lancee & Pardos-Prado, 2013). Different from, TT, the theory has three main dissimilarities: (1)
TT may have cultural and economic concerns even if they have different proportions, (2) attitudes are
more likely to be intolerant when perceiving a greater threat to the economy and employment from
outers (D'Ancona, 2018), and (3) cultural threat increases, but only in the case of its effect on
discrimination or in other words cultural threat rooted from perceived discrimination. This
discrimination can start depending on any cause including culture or not. For example, “A 16-year-old
high school student was attacked” (Dettman, 2020) in New York is not depending on economic
concerns or lack of resources depend on TT. Nevertheless, Berkeley's University Health Services
reported that xenophobia arising from this epidemic is normal. The university was criticized for
"normalizing racism" (Asmelash, 2020) and this attitude depends on protecting valuable educational
resources for citizens.

Discussion

COVID-19 Outbreak’s General Manifestations

Infectious disease outbreaks occurring throughout the world have caused important changes
on a global scale. However, reactions to global changes can be at regional or national levels. This
paper researches the intersection of two or more theories at one level to another to reveal overlaps
and inconsistencies among related constructs in xenophobia. Undoubtedly, outbreaks may not be
seen as the only reason for these changes, but it can easily be said that they lead the changes that
followed. The main reasons for these changes are related to the economic, political, social, scientific,
technological, and cultural aspects of the outbreaks. While dealing with outbreaks, heavy
responsibilities should be assumed in all these areas (World Health Organization, 2020d). The
problems in sharing this responsibility that emerged in the process of overcoming the epidemic may
make it necessary to make important changes in the future.

In this context, with the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic throughout the countries, important
changes have started to occur in social life. WHO has recommended various safeguards to people to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 (World Health Organization, 2020e). With the introduction of these
measures aiming at prevention of the transmission of the epidemic, very important changes have
started to occur in the form, frequency, and level of social relationships. People's socialization
opportunities, close contact, and intimacy levels have decreased, and psychological and social side
effects caused by being at home are also beginning to appear. It is not known whether these
emerging complications will continue after the epidemic has passed, but it is anticipated that some
habits can lead to changes. In this study, xenophobia, one of the important social effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic in society, has been examined.

For this purpose, we summarize characteristics across a set of messages from online media
research to seek to generate generalizable conclusions from an aggregate of cases. Providing
predictions about the relationships among variables within a content analysis, here, four main
theories offer a prediction of xenophobia.

When applying content analysis to transcribed text, the researcher is tasked with reading
through the raw data sentence by sentence and determining whether each sentence is related to
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their research questions (in this paper “Is COVID-19 pandemic triggering xenophobia? And if so how
are xenophobic reactions change relative to country context”). Any sentence that is related to the
research question is classified as an open code. We proposed four main theories of xenophobia,
which are GCT, SIT, TT, and EPA. The key factor about a pandemic is spreading throughout the
countries. This spreading process and country differences relatively affect xenophobic behaviors or
attitudes. So, we compared the content similarities and differences between open codes to
determine which codes can be grouped. Cultural attitudes, information filtering is a proxy of SIT,
Social-Emotional Reactions represent EPA, and Economic And Social Concerns can be related to TT.

Before we grouped these open codes into sub-concepts (for example, social-emotional
reactions), we returned to the raw data and checked that the issues included in the identified open
codes were discussed in the context of the meaning of theories of xenophobia. After the data have
been grouped into sub-concepts, we then determined whether the abstraction process can be
continued by grouping sub-concepts together based on similarities in the content-in-country context.
The presented example formed three main concepts—threat, social identity, and Epidemic
Psychology from the identified concepts. We processed the data abstraction one step further for
groping the main concepts together. The fact that heterogeneous participant groups, countries, or
groups of countries- e.g., Western Europe, have such diverse perspectives and opinions may make a
different xenophobic approach from the pandemic perspective.

Empirical evidence for the relationship between host country reaction and pandemic level in its
coping strategy is, inconclusive. This relationship can be gathered by integrating the social theories
with a xenophobic view to examine the moderating effects of cultural and economic factors in the
targeted country or region. For example, SIT, from a xenophobic view, is not defining ingroup
members’ identity, but a theory that defines outer group members’ differences from the host-
country citizen perception. In Europe, emotional reactions that are grounded from historical beliefs-
e.g., stigmatization, ignites the xenophobic reactions. In the USA and continental America, the reason
for xenophobia can be related to economic terms rather than identity or historical prejudices, even if
social factors important; they are more about concerns depending on cultural distance or afraid of an
unknown culture. In that sense, cultural differences in Europe and Africa depending on knowing but
not wanting or stigmatizing culture. However, in American continental xenophobia forms from not
knowing anything about the culture.

In a nutshell, each social theory we discussed above depends on the main aspects that can
explain the reasons for xenophobic reactions (Table 1). However, the starting point and the
attribution of these main aspects are relative. These main aspects are culture, economy, emotions,
information, and institutions.

Table 1

Relations of Xenophobic Aspects to the Explained Theories.

Five Factors/ Relations to Xenophobia or Xenophobic behavior

Nomenclature
Social Group Conflict Threat Theory Epidemic Psychology Approach
Identity Theory
Theory

Culture Individual inter-group Reactions to outer National or regional cultural
Cultural cultural reactions group culture reactions rather than individual

reactions
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Economic

Emotions

Identity

No relation

No relation

Perceived
identity

Depend on inner
group reactions

No relation

Different than the
theory outer group
identity attribution

Economic threats

Relative to the
general religion of
the nation

Symbolic reaction if
perceived as against
values.

If institutions or misinformation
reactions include economic
concerns then individual
reactions can be seen

Causes nationwide
Stigmatization or racism against

a particular group

No relation

is more important

than perceived
intergroup
identity.
Information/ Depends on Better education Information turns If knowledge is perceived as
knowledge group decreases to knowledge so economic or has economic
attribution to xenophobic then action by value. Or knowledge
information. behavior even if depending on workers/industry may show
Or group the individual is values and beliefs. xenophobic behaviors.
filters the religious. Simply, selective
information. perception.

Table 1 shows that A universal social theory describes some aspect of xenophobic behaviors that
applies to all types of situations, and the theory can be either descriptive or prescriptive. A social
theory as descriptive may describe typical functions performed to some extent by all types of
individuals for example all kinds and forms of attack, whereas a social theory can be prescriptive that
may specify functions, e.g. misinformation, that makes individuals more xenophobic.

Additionally, we can group theories as contingent which describes some aspect of xenophobic
behaviors that happens in some situations but not in others, and these theories can also be either
descriptive or prescriptive. When we describe a theory as descriptive contingent that may explain
how xenophobic behavior varies from one situation to another, whereas a prescriptive contingency
theory describes xenophobic behavior in a specific situation for example in a nation or region or
cultural aspect.

Conclusion

Xenophobic sentiments continue to breed internationally, propelled by more recent social and
political events. Of course, as mentioned by Turner, Hodson, and Dhont (2020) individual differences
can be an important factor in xenophobia, many of these individualistic differences resulted from
cultural causes. As a result, even if many individual incidents are seemed to be discrete events, in
fact, in the broader context, they are connected or related. So, the main aim of this paper is to study
the conceptual constructs of xenophobic behaviors with content analysis. Different xenophobic
behaviors from online media are studied from SIT, GCT, TT, and EPA perspectives. We have identified
five key points in each theory and formed five clusters as follows: culture, economy, information,
identity, and emotions. The clusters were grouped again into independent factors and outcome
factors depending on behavioral reactions. So, we defined three main underlying reasons according
to the theoretical base: (1) Cultural attitudes, (wrong) information filtering defines social identity,
reactions depending on social emotions, concerns (economic or social) with limited resources.
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Content analysis showed that conceptual constructs of xenophobia explain the same reactions
from different causes (Table 1). The reactions are individualistic or communal; reactions can be
economic but for resources or depends on competitions, reactions depend on the information, but it
can be false, defined by group or nation, and lastly, identities can be individualistic, group dependent,
or just symbolic. So, xenophobic behaviors can be explained due to first according to level: individual,
group, nation, or regional, second according to situational determinants: information, institutions, or
resources, third according to descriptive or prescriptive view: rational, economic, or symbolic.
Additionally, the analysis showed that xenophobic behaviors have national or regional patterns that
each continent has distinguished characteristics.

Furthermore, according to Table 1, we can distinguish some reactions and theories as universal
or contingent. The distinction between conceptual constructs of general and contingency theories of
xenophobia is not a sharp dichotomy. Some theories include both universal and situational aspects.
For example, a prescriptive theory may specify that a particular type of culture or identity has an
impact on xenophobic behavior but has more impact in some nations than in others. The distinction
between conceptual constructs is also a matter of degree because the concepts usually span multiple
levels.

The difficulties in managing the COVID-19 outbreak have been good material for populist, far-
right politicians in Europe. This outbreak offered the opportunity to persuade lItalians that their pro-
European governments had failed. “If Prime Minister Conte cannot defend Italy and Italians, he should
stand aside,” said Italian politician Salvini. He criticized the politicians who defended the European
Union. In France, the far-right politician Marine Le Pen criticized Macron for allowing Italian football
fans to participate in a game in Lyon at the end of February (Gostoli, 2020). All of this shows how
countries that are so close together can become alienated from each other in such a situation.
Besides these cultural or institutional reactions, chronic xenophobia has demonstrated severe
resistance to the economic activities of outers (Zaman, 2020).

Consequently, we argue that the fear and alienation-stigmatization epidemics caused by COVID-
19 disease have increased the frequency and severity of xenophobia, which has been already on the
rise due to intense migration waves worldwide during the pre-outbreak period. Moreover, given that
the prediction of when the COVID-19 epidemic will end is cannot be made for today, and that it may,
therefore, affect human life for a longer period, it is highly likely that this disease will continue to
increase its impact on xenophobia. Waiting for a cure for the disease to avoid those negative
influences does not seem to be a very rational approach in the current situation. For this reason, this
paper proposes solutions in the below paragraphs.

Firstly, to overcome the fear of COVID-19 in humans, the experts of the field should clearly
explain that this disease should not be so afraid of whether individual and social measures
determined by the authorities are followed. WHO and many countries have recommended various
safeguards to people to prevent the spread of COVID-19 (World Health Organization, 2020e). Some of
these recommendations include measures for individual and social life routines such as maintaining a
social distance of at least 1 meter, avoiding close contact such as shaking hands or hugging, and not
leaving home unless necessary. In this way, the relevant national and international authorities should
be able to effectively tell people about the number of cases that the risk of contamination can be
reduced. Besides, it should be ensured that people can obtain accurate and reliable information and
news, taking into account that uncertainties or contradictory information and news about the
outbreak can also cause fear in humans. In connection with this, sharing information about the
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presence of a large number of people with COVID-19 who are recovering with other people may
contribute to overcoming this fear.

Secondly, regarding the alienation and stigmatization epidemic, It is necessary to explain to
people with the scientific basis that the COVID-19 outbreak does not have an ethnic origin and a
criminal. The COVID-19 outbreak is not the first epidemic the world has ever experienced, and
probably will not be the last. Against the outbreak of alienation and exclusion, it should be frequently
expressed on various platforms that we need to fight the epidemic instead of fighting people.
Undoubtedly, some politicians and some well-known national and/or international people, also
contribute to increasing these attitudes towards alienation and exclusion. Such discourses should be
avoided, and ill-natured people should not be given the opportunity for their malicious messages.

Finally, research shows that education is still the most effective way to reduce xenophobic
attitudes and behaviours. In one aspect, education tries to give nationalist values by using the
dominant national language and mythological national elements in a country's efforts to strengthen
and protect the nation-state. In the second aspect, it helps to respect different cultures, ethnic
groups, and cultural beliefs and values of other countries, thereby promoting anti-racist behaviour
(Hjerm, 2001). In this respect, the contact theory put forward by Allport is claimed to be useful in
reducing xenophobic attitudes and behaviours. According to this theory (Allport, 1954), increased
contact with foreigners reduces the feeling of xenophobia. The interaction between different groups
pursuing common goals is predicted to break down prejudices and thus promote solidarity,
integration, and peaceful relations (Bymann, 1998). Consequently, for an effective fight against
xenophobia, witnessing sudden increases in its frequency and severity such as fire spilled gasoline
over it with the spread of the COVID-19 epidemic; it is thought that it may be beneficial to support
xenophobia programs with the education programs in such a feature just highlighted.

Limitations for this research are: first online media research has its limitations, they depend on
the browser or research engine, second online research is limited to the English language, however,
there can be many incidents reported in rural or national languages, third online media has limitless
fake news, and fourth we have limited our research to find specific incidents like attacks, or economic
boycotts.

References

Abdeslam Marfouk (2019) I’'m neither racist nor xenophobic, but: dissecting European attitudes
towards a ban on Muslims’ immigration, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 42:10, 1747-1765, DOI:
10.1080/01419870.2018.1519585

Abrams, D. (2014). How does macroeconomic change affect social identity (and vice versa?): Insights
from the European context. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 14(1), 311-338.

Allport, G. (1954). The Nature of Prejudice. Cambridge, MA: Addison-Wesley.

Asmelash, L. (2020). UC Berkeley faces backlash after stating ‘xenophobia’ is ‘common’ or ‘normal’
reaction to coronavirus. CNN. Retrieved from https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/01/us/uc-
berkeley-coronavirus-xenophobia-trnd/index.html

Bizman, A. & Yinon, Y. (2010). Intergroup and interpersonal threats as determinants of prejudice.
Basic Appl. Soc. Psychol, 23(3), 191-196.

Bochatay, N., Bajwa, N. M., Blondon, K. S., Junod Perron, N., Cullati, S., & Nendaz, M. R. (2019).
Exploring group boundaries and conflicts: A social identity theory perspective. Med Educ, 53,
799-807. http://doi.org/10.1111/medu.13881


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

XENOPHOBIA: SOCIAL THEORIES 38

Brunning, H. (2012). Psychoanalytic reflections on a changing world. New York: Routledge/Taylor &
Francis Group.

Byman, D. L. (1998). Ethnic conflict: Commerce, culture, and the contact hypothesis by H.D. Forbes.
Political Science Quarterly, 113(4), 720 —730.

Chakraborty, N. (2020). The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on mental health. Prog. Neurol.
Psychiatry, 24, 21-24. http://doi.org/10.1002/pnp.666

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry and research design. Choosing among five approaches.
California: SAGE Publications.

Daily Sabah, (2020). Turkish family receives racist ‘coronavirus-infected’ letter as Islamophobia grows
in Germany. Retrieved from https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/turkish-family-receives-
racist-coronavirus-infected-letter-as-islamophobia-grows-in-germany/news

D'Ancona, M. A. C. (2018). What determines the rejection of immigrants through an integrative
model. Social Science Research, 74, 1-15

Darity, W. A. Jr. (2008). Xenophobia. International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (Vol. 9, 2nd
ed.). New York: The Gale Group.

Dettman, L. (2020). We need equity-oriented solutions to COVID-19, not stigma, discrimination and
fear. Public Health Newswire. Retrieved from http://www.publichealthnewswire.
org/?p=covid-19-equity

Dingwall, R., Hoffman, L. M., & Staniland, K. (2013). Introduction: Why a sociology of pandemics?.
Sociology of Health & Iliness, 35, 167-173. http://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.12019

Driscoll, E. (2020). Update: Racist death threats lodged against seymour restaurant. Valley
Independent Sentinel. Retrieved from https://valley.newhavenindependent.org/archives/
entry/update racist death threats lodged against seymour restaurant/

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2020). Coronavirus Pandemic In The Eu
Fundamental Rights Implications Bulletin-1, https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/
fra_uploads/fra-2020-coronavirus-pandemic-eu-bulletin-1_en.pdf

Gostoli, Y. (2020). How European populists are using coronavirus as a political tool. Aljazeera.
Retrieved from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/european-populists-coronavirus-
political-tool-200303201349031.html

Hadavas, C. (2020). Africans face coronavirus racism in China. Slate. Retrieved from
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/05/human-rights-china-discrimination-africans-
coronavirus.html

Harrison, N., & Peacock, N. (2010). Cultural distance, mindfulness and passive xenophobia: Using
integrated threat theory to explore home higher education students’ perspectives on
‘internationalisation at home’. British Educational Research Journal, 36, 877-902.
http://doi.org/10.1080/01411920903191047

Hjerm, M. (2001). Education, xenophobia and nationalism: A comparative analysis. Journal of Ethnic
and Migration Studies, 27(1), 37-60.

Kandil, C. Y. (2020). As coronavirus spreads, Asian Americans report spike in racism. California Health
Report. Retrieved from https://www.calhealthreport.org/2020/03/09/as-coronavirus-
spreads-asian-americans-report-spike-in-racism/

Kang, E. Y. J. (2020). Asian Americans in Chicago feel the bite of of prejudice during the spread oft the
coronavirus. WBEZ. Retrieved from https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez-news/asian-
americans-in-chicago-feel-the-bite-of-prejudice-during-the-spread-of-the-
coronavirus/687b0f4e-fed8-4fca-90c4-b7c3c495b4cf

Katinas, P. (2020). Staffer ousted after urging boycott of Asian businesses over Coronavirus fears.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. Retrieved from https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2020/03/05/
staffer-ousted-after-urging-boycott-of-asian-businesses-over-coronavirus-fears/



about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://valley.newhavenindependent.org/archives/%20entry/update_racist_death_threats_lodged_against_seymour_restaurant/
https://valley.newhavenindependent.org/archives/%20entry/update_racist_death_threats_lodged_against_seymour_restaurant/
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2020/03/05/%20staffer-ousted-after-urging-boycott-of-asian-businesses-over-coronavirus-fears/
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2020/03/05/%20staffer-ousted-after-urging-boycott-of-asian-businesses-over-coronavirus-fears/

Kalkin, ARUN, Erdurmazli 39

Krantz, J. (2010). Social defences and twenty-first century organizations. British Journal of
Psychotherapy, 26, 192—201. http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1752-0118.2010.01173.x

Kyngds H. (2020). Inductive content analysis. In H. Kyngas, K. Mikkonen, & M. Kaaridinen (Eds.), The
application of content analysis in nursing science research. (pp. 13-21). Switzerland: Springer
Nature Switzerland AG.

Lancee, B., & Pardos-Prado, S. (2013). Group conflict theory in a longitudinal perspective: Analyzing
the dynamic side of ethnic competition. Int Migr Rev, 47, 106-131.
http://doi.org/10.1111/imre.12015

Lewis, O. (2020). Police investigating 'ignorant, arrogant' coronavirus email. STUFF. Retrieved from
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/119225943/police-investigating-racist-coronavirus-email-
say-xenophobia-will-not-be-tolerated

Liu, Y. (2020). Coronavirus prompts ‘hysterical, shameful’ Sinophobia in Italy. Aljazeera. Retrieved
from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/02/coronavirus-prompts-hysterical-shameful-
sinophobia-italy-200218071444233.html

Longhi, L. (2020). Scottsdale councilman shares false info claiming COVID-19 means ‘Chinese
Originating’ virus. Azcentral. Retrieved from https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/
scottsdale/2020/03/22/scottsdale-councilman-shares-false-information-covid19meaning/

2895909001/
Magnier, M. (2020). Coronavirus stigma adds to long-term challenges for North American
Chinatowns. South China Morning Post. Retrieved from

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/3052981/coronavirus-stigma-adds-long-
term-challenges-north-american

Makashvili, A., Vardanashvili, I., & Javakhishvili, N. (2018). Testing intergroup threat theory: Realistic
and symbolic threats, religiosity and gender as predictors of prejudice. Europe’s Journal of
Psychology, 14(2), 464—484. https://doi.org/10.5964/ejop.v14i2.1483

Mandhana, Jon Emont and Niharika (2 February 2020). "Chinese Abroad Become Targets of Suspicion
Over Coronavirus". The Wall Street Journal. ISSN 0099-9660. Archived from the original on 3
February 2020. Retrieved 3 February 2020

McKiven, H. M. Jr. (2007). The political construction of a natural disaster: The Yellow Fever Epidemic
of 1853. The Journal of American History, 94(3), 734-742.

NOS. (2020). Nageroepen vanwege het coronavirus: ‘Dit is geen excuus om recistisch te zijn’.
Retrieved from https://nos.nl/collectie/13824/artikel/2321252-nageroepen-vanwege-het-
coronavirus-dit-is-geen-excuus-om-racistisch-te-zijn

Oliver, J., & Wong, J. (2003). Intergroup prejudice in multiethnic settings. American Journal of Political
Science, 47(4), 567-582.

Peng, S. (2020). Smashed windows and racist graffiti: Vandals target Asian Americans amid
coronavirus. NBC NEWS. Retrieved from https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-
america/smashed-windows-racist-graffiti-vandals-target-asian-americans-amid-coronavirus-
n1180556

Perini, M. (2012). Panic and pandemics: From fear of contagion to contagion of fear. In H. Brunning
(Ed), Psychoanalytic Reflections on a Changing World. (pp. 213-232). London: Routledge.

Peterson, M. F. & Stewart, S. A. (2020). Implications of individualist bias in social identity theory for
cross-cultural organizational psychology. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 51(5), 283—
308. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022022120925921

Sheldon, C. (2020). Girl charged with racially assaulting Asian woman over coronavirus. NJ. Retrieved
from https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/04/girl-charged-with-racially-assaulting-asian-
woman-over-coronavirus.html


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/%20scottsdale/2020/03/22/scottsdale-councilman-shares-false-information-covid19meaning/%202895909001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/%20scottsdale/2020/03/22/scottsdale-councilman-shares-false-information-covid19meaning/%202895909001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/%20scottsdale/2020/03/22/scottsdale-councilman-shares-false-information-covid19meaning/%202895909001/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

XENOPHOBIA: SOCIAL THEORIES 40

Sherbini, R. A. (2020). Driver jailed for dumping Chinese man on highway over virus fears in Egypt.
Gulf News. Retrieved from https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/driver-jailed-for-dumping-
chinese-man-on-highway-over-virus-fears-in-egypt-1.1584007723426

Sherif, M. & Sherif, C. W. (1953). Groups in Harmony and Tension. New York: Harper and Brothers.

Shin, H. & Dovidio, J. F. (2017). Cultural differences in the role of economic competitiveness in
prejudice toward immigrants and foreign workers. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy,
17(1), 7-32.

Stephan, W. G. & Stephan, C. W. (1996). Predicting prejudice. Int. J. Intercult. Relat., 20, 409-426.

Stephen, W., Ybarra, O., & Morrison, K. (2009). Intergroup threat theory. In T. Nelson (Ed.), Handbook
of prejudice, stereotyping and discrimination. (pp. 43—60). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Stets, J. E. & Burke, P. J. (2000). Identity theory and social identity theory. Social Psychology
Quarterly, 63(3), 224-237. https://doi.org/10.2307/2695870

Strong, P. M. (1990). Epidemic psychology: A model. Sociology of Health and Iliness, 12(3), 249-259.

Tajfel, H. C. & Turner, J. C. (1986). The social identity theory of intergroup behavior. In S. Worchel &
W. G. Austin (Eds.), Psychology of Intergroup Relations. (pp. 7-24). Chicago: Nelson-Hall.

Tan, C. (2020). ‘Disgusting and sickening’: Virus challenge Australia is failing. News.com.au. Retrieved
from https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/disgusting-and-sickening-virus-challenge-
australia-is-failing/news-story/f340fac9937c4117da579d9c56248789

Thatcher, A., Vasconcelos, A. C., & Ellis, D. (2015). An investigation into the impact of information
behaviour on information failure: The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power disaster.
International Journal of Information Management, 35(1), 57-63.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2014.10.002

Turner, R. N., Hodson, G., & Dhont, K. (2020). The role of individual differences in understanding and
enhancing intergroup contact. Soc Personal Psychol Compass, 14(e12533).
https://doi.org/10.1111/spc3.12533

U. S. Embassy (2020). Yaounde- Sec Alert 03192020 Anti-Foreign Sentiment. Retrieved from
https://cm.usembassy.gov/yaounde-sec-alert-03192020-anti-foreign-sentiment/

Ward, S. M. (2017). Lost in translation: Social identity theory and the study of status in world politics.
International Studies Quarterly, 61(4), 821-834. http://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqx042

Wicker, H. -R. (2001). Xenophobia. In N. J. Smelser & P. B. Baltes (Eds.), International Encyclopedia of
the Social & Behavioral Sciences. (pp. 16649-16652). UK: Pergamon.

World Health Organization. (2020a). Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV): Situation report-1. Retrieved
from https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/330760

World Health Organization. (2020b). Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV): Situation report-51. Retrieved
from https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/331475

World Health Organization. (2020c). Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Dashboard. Retrieved from
https://covid19.who.int/

World Health Organization. (2020d). Managing epidemics: key facts about major deadly diseases.
Retrieved from https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272442

World Health Organization. (2020e). Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) advice for the public. Retrieved
from https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public

Zaman, U. (2020). Examining the effect of xenophobia on “transnational” mega construction project
(MCP) success: Moderating role of transformational leadership and high-performance work
(HPW) practices. Engineering, Construction and Architectural Management, 27(5), pp. 1119-
1143. https://doi.org/10.1108/ECAM-05-2019-0227

Zeng, J. (2020). Sensationalist media is exacerbating racist coronavirus fears. We need to combat it.
The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/28/
sensationalist-media-is-exacerbating-racist-coronavirus-fears-we-need-to-combat-it



about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/28/%20sensationalist-media-is-exacerbating-racist-coronavirus-fears-we-need-to-combat-it
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/28/%20sensationalist-media-is-exacerbating-racist-coronavirus-fears-we-need-to-combat-it

